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also of the duchy of Lauenburg (received in 1815 as indemnity
for the loss of Pomerania). These duchies were distinct from
the Kindom of Denmatk and belonged to the King as Duke.
They had had each its own histoiy, its distinct ailnunislralion and
Assembly of Estates, though united under the same sovereign,
and declared inclissolubly united. In 1815, hew ever, when the
German Confederation was formed, llulstcin and Lauenburg
alone were included in it and Schleswig had remained outside.
The population of Holstein, Lauenburg, and southern Schleswig
was German, that of Northern Schleswig was Danish. Thus, by
a contradictory combination of terms, the duchies and Denmark
made part of the same monarchy without forming one nation;
Holstein, although subject to the Danibh government, was a
member of a foreign confederation in which Schleswig was not
included, although indissolubly united to Hulslein; and the limits
of the Danish nationality did not coincide \\ith the limits of either
province. These contradictions made a, rational solution im-
possible.

The " question of the duchies " was, however, long in coming
into prominence, for national feeling was not yckt aroused. The
Germans in Holstein were used to regarding Denmark as their
country; they even sang the Danish national songs.

The agitation began against Frederick, who governed as an
absolute sovereign, without consideration for the historic privi-
leges of the knights of Holstein; Dahlmann, the historian, a pro-
fessor at Kiel, presented their claims in the name of historic
rights. In 1830 a more radical agitator, Uwc Lornsen, de-
manded a single constitution for the two duchies and separation
from Denmark. " We have nothing in common with the
Danes," he said, "but the King and the enemy." lie was
arrested, and the King created two assemblies of estates, one for
Schleswig, the other for Holstein. But the Germans in Ilolstcin
were beginning to object to being "Danish; the University of
Kiel became a centre o-f Germanic propagandists

Conflict then began between the German patriots who wanted
a separate administration for the duchies and the Danish patriots
who wanted to maintain the united monarchy. Between the
two extreme parties cagtie two intermediate parties: a German
party in Holstein which renounced Schleswig, and a Danish
party which renounced Holstein, But soon all the Germans
united to sustain the inclissalubility of the duchies.

After the death of Frederick VI. (1839) there remained but two